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APPROACHES TO CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTATION IN RURAL REGIONS
ACROSS EUROPE - TRANSNATIONAL WORKSHOP SERIES

For more than three years, climate adaptation in rural areas has been
promoted within the framework of the EU-LIFE project Evolving Regions. In
seven regions of the German state of North Rhine-Westphalia, integrated
and collaborative climate adaptation processes based on innovative
methods have been carried out, enabling regional actors to actively
address the challenges posed by climate change.

We share our experiences and invite practitioners from regional and local
climate adaptation as well as actors from science to discuss different
aspects of climate adaptation with us in three online workshops. You will
get to know different approaches from European countries, you will be
able to network and you will be able to look at cooperation in
municipalities and regions, the role of climate data in dialogue processes
as well as process formats of climate adaptation in comparison.
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Workshop 1:

Effective solutions for multilevel
cooperation of local and regional

authorities
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Structure of the documentation:

« Presentation Jurgen Schultze (TU Dortmund):
Evolving Regions

« Presentation Lara Garcia Gimeno
(Government of the Balearic Islands): LIFE

AdaptCalaMillor
* Transcript of the discussion
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WORKSHOP 1: EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS FOR MULTILEVEL
COOPERATION OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES

The effects of climate change are not only evident in large cities
and metropolises; rural areas are also affected by the
consequences of the changing climate. However, many smaller
municipalities do not have the necessary financial and human
resources to actively address the climate change-related
challenges. At the same time, climate change impacts do not stop
at administrative borders. Cross-border cooperation and the
support or coordination of adaptation efforts at the regional level
are possible solutions. In Germany, for example, at the level of the
districts to which the respective municipalities belong. This
approach was also followed in the Evolving Regions project.




This workshop was developed and organized as part of the LIFE
project Evolving Regions.

The project Evolving Regions (LIFE Roll-outClimAdapt (LIRCA)) is funded by the
EU environmental program LIFE and co-financed by the MUNV NRW.

Evolving Regions is a project of the TU Dortmund in cooperation with eight
partner regions in North Rhine-Westphalia and the Netherlands as well as five
partner institutions. What unites them is the desire to preserve their regions as a
viable and sustainable space. Despite advancing climate change. Evolving
Regions wants to make rural regions climate-robust and climate-smart. How does
this work? The project is planned for four years. During this time, scientists and
local actors develop tailor-made roadmaps for the respective region. In it: various
measures that are necessary for sustainable and individually tailored climate
protection.

Contact:
Katharina Schrot (TU Dortmund): katharina.Schrot@tu-dortmund.de

Jirgen Schultze (TU Dortmund): jirgen.schultze@tu-dortmund.de



mailto:katharina.Schrot@tu-dortmund.de
mailto:j%C3%BCrgen.schultze@tu-dortmund.de

Presentation of ,Evolving Regions”
Jurgen Schultze

Social Research Centre / TU Dortmund University
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The project LIFE Roll-outClimAdapt is
funded by the EU's LIFE environmental
programme and co-financed by
MULNV NRW.

Project duration: 01/07/19 — 31/03/23

Partner regions

District of Wesel

District of Siegen-Wittgenstein
District of Minden-Liibbecke
District of Lippe

Gemeente Zwartewaterland and Kampen, NL

District of Steinfurt
District of Soest
District of Coesfeld

Partner institutions

TU Dortmund University, Social Research Centre

TU Dortmund University, Institute for Spatial Planning
German Institute of Urban Affairs (difu)

PROGNOS AG

BEW Bildungszentrum

University of Twente

ZDF Digital

NRW- Environment Minister Ursula Heinen-Esser:

LEVolving Regions is the flagship for climate change
adaptation in rural areas for NRW*



Evolving Regions: overarching aims

l. Self-empowerment and capacity building
1. Integration of adaptation into planning planning processes
Ill.  Knowledge Exchange and Rollout
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The Evolving Roadmapping Approach
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The Evolving Roadmapping Approach
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The Evolving Roadmapping Approach
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Key factors of the approach

» Involvement of relevant administrative levels and cross-sectoral approach.

« Actors contribute their knowledge, competences and resources to a joint
process, joint products and coordinated implementation planning;
subsequent efforts and costs are shared.

« Cooperation of actors on an equal basis; joint and parallel analysis and
reflection of the challenges.

* Needs, interests, guiding principles, goals and expectations of all regional
actors are taken into account.

« Improved cooperation experiences as well as network and collaboration
structures in the region.



Thematic fields worked on in the regions

Region Themenfelder
Wesel Adaptation in | / Adaptation in | Specific Topics
Landscape - Urban areas —, Yl Fofines
Steinfurt
o 2llisels _ * Resilientcities | gnditions
Siegen-Wittgenstein : SUStamabIe t Vi Iages e Tourism
land use _ « Settlement
Soest * Forest development * Biodiversity
Minden-Libbecke management e Resilient : Ed.ucation for .
* Agriculture | buildings and climate adaptation
. - Water spatial * Disaster
management _ planning | management
Lippe * Just resilience




Participating Actors

» More than 620 stakeholders took part in the workshops.
 District administrations
« Towns and municipalities
 District and local politics
 NGO’s and associations
« Businesses, enterprises
« Research and educational institutions

« Stakeholders from agriculture, forestry and nature conservation

* Representatives from working and decision-making levels



Results and Impact

 Integrated climate adaptation roadmaps for all regions
 Vision, guiding principles, goals
* Regional climate change vulnerability
« Collaboratively developed measures

* Impact assessments and information on monitoring
* Need for action

« Approx. 25 jointly developed measures per region
 incl. individual measures/work steps
 incl. responsibilities, actors to be involved,
resource requirements as well as possible drivers and obstacles

 Staff positions for climate adaptation remain in place
in all six regions even beyond the project

30.03.2023 Evolving Regions

EVOLVING REGIONS ROADMAP
DER KLIMAROBUSTE KREIS STEIN

i

www.evolvingregions.com
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Structure of transfer and mainstreaming
activities

Capacity building in the regions

Consolidation in the regions and permanent
staff for climate adaptation

Consultants training and Learning labs

(Inter-)national knowledge exchange

o 30.03.2023 Evolving Regions 11



Government Levels in adaptation

National State

Federal State

Upper District
Government
for 4-5 districts

District

Municipality

Laws with climate adaptation function: e.g. Nature, ...
Trend-setting function: e.g. German Strategy for Adaptation, Action Programms
nationwide funding

Laws with a climate adaptation function: NRW Climate Adaptation Act
Informative function: climate maps, state-wide support programmes

Upper authority: water, nature conservation, technical supervision, regional planning
Further: Funding - consultation

Binding function: e.g. landscape planning
Coordinating function: supra-regional and inter-communal networks, district-wide
concepts, regional maps, regional funding, public relations work, etc.

Binding function: climate adaptation in urban land use planning, Measures on municipal
land/buildings,, municipal funding,
Coordinating function: dialogue with citizens, local networks, actors, public relations



Government Levels in adaptation

National State

Laws with climate
adaptation function
Trend-setting function

Federal State

Laws with a climate
adaptation function
Informative function

| Co — Financing ||
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Further

POLITICAL ANCHORING
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BACKCASTING

Concrete planning of
the desired future

Evolving Regions

INTEGRATION IN EVERYDAY TASKS
MONITORING
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Governance — more than Goverment

National State

Laws with climate
adaptation function
Trend-setting function

Federal State

Laws with a climate
adaptation function
Informative function

Upper District

Government
for 4-5 districts

Upper authority
Further

District

Binding function
Coordinating function

Municipality

30.03.2023

Binding function
Coordinating function
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Econonomy * NGOS * Academia
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* Chambers * Nature Sustainable
* Enterprises protection Development
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* Forest owner
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ted planning decument
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INTEGRATION IN EVERYDAY TASKS

MONITORING

Evolving Regions
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Governance — more than Goverment

. Government  Economy Civil Society Science/Training
National State Laws with climate Econonomy ¢ NGOS « Academia
adaptation function * Business e Regional e Institutes
Trend-setting function associations associations e Education for
Federal State o  Chambers * Nature Sustainable
LaWS W|;t acC |m?te ° Enterpnses protection Development
adaptation function e Farmer .
Infarmativia fiinctinn = .
Government Further ‘ ‘ ‘
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Presentation of
,LIFE AdaptCalaMillor”

Lara Garcia Gimeno

Government of the Balearic Islands
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Cala Millor

Popular “sun and beach” tourist destination




Cala Millor

Sensitive to winter storms and
sea level rise
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«LIFE AdaptCalaMillor »

Z’é{gADAPT |H|
BUDGET: - |
UDG c—‘--l ?)Eggﬁssﬁgigﬁl-:ﬁmeéﬂca e
ORS PRODUCTIUS o i |
Total: 2.294.046,83 € Ry Jﬁh
EMERGIA | CANYI CLIMATIC
European funding: 60% (1.376.424 €) csic
Balearic slands e l
POSt-LIFE budget: 12 M€ H SOCI B gmtggﬁr;ﬂ%dm Conseso SURERIOR o€ INVESTGACIONES CieNTiFcAS
DURATION: @ universist ~ CONAMA
January 2023 - April 2027 LANDLAIR
<™
PARTNERS: The consortium is made : IH Q%Otﬂbrlﬁ
up of partners from the academic and
research sector, the economic sector and S L] ontament
. ’r ETUElS-.MF dJeUSOn Servera
public authorities St I cala millor
Py % | Ajuntamentde ‘g sacoma




«LIFE AdaptCalaMillor »

Nature-Based Solutions
OBJECTIVES

A change in the tourist destination,

not only on the beach

v Identify the effects of climate change:
- Preparation of a catalog of possible adaptation strategies in Cala Millor

v Increase the involvement of the local population:
- Governance dynamics will be applied for the adoption of consensual
decisions

v Promote the replicability of adaptation strategies
v Serve as a model for implementation along regional, national and international
beaches and urban landscapes



«LIFE AdaptCalaMillor »

Soft-measures — Nature-
based solutions




Promote adaptation to climate change in the long term in Cala Millor and
increase the resilience of infrastructures and socio-economics sistem.

Ambitious initiative, which will focus on new science-based methodologies
and governance

A CHANGE IN THE TOURIST DESTINATION, ek
= NOT ONLY ON THE BEACH e

- | - - = L
5 ey ' ! =
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Thank you for your attention!



Workshop 1
Effective solutions for multilevel cooperation of local
and regional authorities

Which issues are dealt with locally and which regionally?
Which issues should be dealt with locally and regionally?

Climate
Adaptation Depends on
depends on existing
actions on responsibilities
different levels and tasks
and fields

What is the added value of an integrated multilevel approach?

Developing Direct integration
measures and into the process can
3 lead to synergies Shared
strategies that

and prevent

can be used in conflicts from the experience
other places beginning



What drivers and obstacles do you perceive in climate adaptation from
a multilevel perspective?

How do interdependencies, responsibilities, and different framework
conditions at the local or regional level contribute to these?

Different Inter- Shared visions multipliers are Driver:
i . important for a .
interests dependencies and goals can successful climate Wgrkmg group
have to be foster a adaptation and/or with different
and goa Is regarded process mitigation process actors
. What was it like especially Obstacle:
S in the past? How those actors
respondibilities he past/ How to
and is it now? How who speak for
shall it be in X several reach the
competencies N B N
years? organization actors?
Different In tourism, this can
actors on lead to conflicts:
vertical and How do vacationers
) imagine their ideal
horizontal vacation? Often not
level appropriate for the
climate
Signing of

shared vision

can be crucial

but difficult to
achieve



Thank you for your participation and your
contributions to the discussion!

@ www.evolvingregions.com W twitter.com/evolvingregions
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WORKSHOP 1: EFFECTIVE SOLUTIONS FOR MULTILEVEL
COOPERATION OF LOCAL AND REGIONAL AUTHORITIES

The effects of climate change are not only evident in large cities
and metropolises; rural areas are also affected by the
consequences of the changing climate. However, many smaller
municipalities do not have the necessary financial and human
resources to actively address the climate change-related
challenges. At the same time, climate change impacts do not stop
at administrative borders. Cross-border cooperation and the
support or coordination of adaptation efforts at the regional level
are possible solutions. In Germany, for example, at the level of the
districts to which the respective municipalities belong. This
approach was also followed in the Evolving Regions project.




WORKSHOP 2: DATA FOR CLIMATE ADAPTATION: PROCESSING
FOR THE APPLICABILITY IN DIALOGUE PROCESSES AND THE USE
IN PRACTICE

Data and modelling play an important role in climate change
adaptation. Only those who know where particularly impacted areas
are located or how the local climate will develop in the future can
implement targeted measures. However, knowledge about climate
change impacts and the associated data alone are not sufficient as
a basis for municipal decision-making and action. The data must be
able to be understood, interpreted and analysed by relevant groups
of actors.




This workshop was developed and organized as part of
the LIFE project Evolving Regions.

The project Evolving Regions (LIFE Roll-outClimAdapt (LIRCA)) is funded by the
EU environmental program LIFE and co-financed by the MUNV NRW.

Evolving Regions is a project of the TU Dortmund in cooperation with eight
partner regions in North Rhine-Westphalia and the Netherlands as well as five
partner institutions. What unites them is the desire to preserve their regions as a
viable and sustainable space. Despite advancing climate change. Evolving
Regions wants to make rural regions climate-robust and climate-smart. How does
this work? The project is planned for four years. During this time, scientists and
local actors develop tailor-made roadmaps for the respective region. In it: various
measures that are necessary for sustainable and individually tailored climate
protection.
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